ZERO

PROSTATE CANCER

January 8, 2025
Room 105, Gressette Building,
1101 Pendleton St, Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Members of the South Carolina Prostate Cancer Study Committee (PCSC),
Thank you for the opportunity to address this committee on behalf of ZERO Prostate Cancer.

States are addressing PCSC’s initiatives in several ways, including by eliminating out-of-pocket costs for
prostate cancer screening for high-risk men and through investing in awareness and screening programs
for underinsured, uninsured, and high-risk men. These strategies target high-risk groups, who have been
disproportionately impacted by the drop in screening, to get them connected to treatment when it is least
costly and most effective.

Nine states have eliminated cost-sharing for prostate cancer screening for high-risk men,' and the
National Black Caucus of State Legislators (NBCSL) recently adopted the Illinois version of this bill
concept, HB 5318, as model legislation. Black men are less likely to be screened, 1.63 times more likely
to be diagnosed with late-stage prostate cancer, and nearly 2.5 times more likely to die from the disease
than White men.? A 2020 study on the impact of the VA eliminating out-of-pocket costs for screening
found that by doing so, the VA equalized access to care, which helped eliminate the racial disparity in
prostate cancer mortality.’ For these reasons, OH, PA, TX, VA are considering similar legislation in 2025.

States are also investing in awareness and screening programs that target high-risk populations and notify
participants of their coverage, especially if their state has just eliminated cost-sharing for screening. Last
year, Maryland passed SB 938, a bill that requires the Maryland Department of Health to work with
prostate cancer-focused organizations to develop and implement a public education campaign to promote
awareness about who should be screened, reduced cost barriers to screening, and clinical trial
participation. Illinois is considering creating dedicated funding for prostate and colorectal screening
programs based on the Illinois Breast and Cervical Cancer Program (IBCCP). ZERO is also working with
the CDC to place a greater emphasis on prostate cancer awareness and early detection in state cancer
plans, as it’s an under-addressed area nationwide.

Since the highest-risk men are the least likely to be aware of their risk,* and vulnerable groups may be
unaware of reduced cost barriers, promoting greater awareness about the removal of cost sharing for
screening may increase uptake of prostate cancer screenings,’ especially for high-risk men.

To improve patient outcomes and eliminate disparities, we recommend passing a bill to eliminate
cost-sharing for prostate cancer screening for high-risk men this session, and appropriating dedicated
funding for awareness and screening programs targeting high-risk, underinsured, and uninsured
populations.

Thank you, and please follow up with Georgia@zerocancer.org with questions.

Respectfully,

Matt Miller
South Atlantic Chapter Director, ZERO Prostate Cancer


https://nbcsl.org/model-legislation/illinois-hb5318/
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0938?ys=2024RS
mailto:Georgia@zerocancer.org
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